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On May 29, 2013, a worldwide Polynesian voyaging canoe expedition began in Hawaii and will 
not settle upon its final shore until it has circumnavigated the globe in the early part of 2017. 
The two canoes that comprise this journey, the Hōkūle‘a and Hikianalia, are sailing across the 
Earth’s oceans as a means to promote the global movement toward developing a more 
sustainable world.  
 
The dedicated seamen of this voyage, and may I say athletes of the water world, are navigating 
around the world guided purely by the natural world and are channeling the knowledge 
collected by thousands of years of ancestors and the sailing acumen that has been passed down 
through generations. Moreover, one of the most intriguing aspects of this voyage is that the crew 
is steered only by the clues provided by the earth, the ocean, the sky, the stars and the collective 
experience of both the seamen of this voyage and the forefathers that preceded them.  
 
Prior to its launched expedition, the crew members noted that when they began training, 
everyone but the crew thought it was impossible. And as one might imagine, such a voyage 
requires the resolve to reach out past the limits of what others think to be possible and go 
beyond the limits of one’s mind. 
 
When I learned of the courageous voyage that will end up having traveled 47,000 nautical miles 
by the time it concludes in 2017, I couldn’t help but consider the immense commitment, the 
dedication to teamwork, the selfless sacrifice and the positive spirit that it would take to 
complete such an impressive journey. In many ways, these qualities of character are what serve 
as the foundational cornerstones of the SFdS Athletic Program. To this point, during this past 
week, we celebrated the joyful memories and the valuable lessons enjoyed by the Girls and Boys 
Basketball Teams and the wonderful season they both experienced.  
 
As with the Hōkūle‘a and Hikianalia, the success of the voyaging canoes requires the voice of 
experience, the influence of well-formed team leadership and the prideful heart of its members. 
In this same way, the success of our two basketball teams can be traced back to voice of 
dedicated coaches, the inspiring impact of the student-athlete leaders of our 8th grade class and 
a team committed to Penguin Pride who represented their school with both character and 
honor. And so, I would like to extend my heartfelt appreciation to the coaches of our Girls Team: 
Allison Conick, Emily Conick and Jim Conick; and the coaches of our Boys Team: Kyle Clark, 
Kris Reilly and Kathleen Hall. Knowing that our volunteer coaches generously serve our school 
as great role models and advocates for our young people, I am in awe of the selfless devotion 
that they offer to our community. Thank you coaches! 
 
So as we officially conclude our season, we offer a prayer of gratitude for the immense 
commitment, the dedication to teamwork, the selfless sacrifice and the positive spirit that made 
these past months such a joyous success.  
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